
 
John P. Merisko Scholarship 

  
John Paul Merisko was a 1993 graduate of Steel Valley High School.  John 
was an interesting character to say the least.  He was a gregarious man who 
touched many lives.  As a student John excelled academically.  There was 
not one AP course John did not take.  He loved to learn.  In addition to being 
a strong academic student, John had a passion for music and the arts.  He 
was an accomplished drummer, pianist, and trumpeter.  John was the 
drummer for the first ever musical at Steel Valley – Grease.  After 
graduation, John attended Penn State where he earned a B.S. in International 
Finance, and minors in French, German and Computer Science.  He spent 
two semesters studying abroad in both Germany and France.  After finishing 
his semester in Germany, he was hired to work for the Bayer Company at 
their German location.   Upon graduation from Penn State, John accepted a 
job with JPMorgan where he became a foreign currency exchange 
investigator.  He was a rising star in the company, but it was not to be… 
On August 12, 2001, our lives were forever altered.  While on the way to 
work, John was tragically killed in a car accident. His parents, sisters, and 10 
nieces and nephews survive John.  Anybody who knew John was affected by 
his death.   Because of his untimely death, his colleagues at JPMorgan 
established a scholarship fund in his memory.  The recipient of this 
scholarship must be someone of good character, who also shares a love of 
the arts and of learning. 
 
Any senior who is planning to study the arts, music or business is 
eligible to apply for this scholarship.  In order to apply for this 
scholarship, in a well-written essay please explain what qualities you 
possess that make you worthy of being this year’s recipient of the John 
Merisko scholarship. 
 
Criteria:	 *Minimum	3.25	GPA	
	 	 *Liberal	Arts	–	Students	planning	to	study	Music,	Art,	Performing	Arts	and	
Business	
	 	 *Must	submit	a	500	word	essay.			
	
DEADLINE:		Essays	should	be	submitted	to	the	guidance	office	by	April	14,	2020.			
	
Award:		$500.00	
	


