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January 2022

The Steel Valley community came out to help donate food to families in need
on Friday, December 17 and Saturday, December 18. Barrett Elementary once
again served as the staging area for the annual Love in a Basket program
sponsored by Joe McCain and the Park Place African Methodist Episcopal
Church.

The program provides boxes of fresh fruits, vegetables, canned goods and dry
goods to families in need. Anyone can drive up outside of the Amity Street
entrance of Barrett to pick up as many boxes as they need. McCain said the
program has grown to the point where it not only serves the Homestead,
Munhall and West Homestead communities, but those from miles away.

Love in a Basket began in 2013 with 650 cases of food being distributed. Last
year, two separate distributions combined to pass out 4,650 cases of food.
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McCain is a Homestead native and this is just another example of the Steel
Valley family lending a hand to community members in need. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Steel Valley families,
Happy New Year! I hope the holiday break was full of joy and relaxation for all
of you. 
As we move forward in 2022, I want to bring to your attention two developments
that could have a critical role in the financial future of Steel Valley and public
school districts throughout the state. A landmark trial is underway in Harrisburg
regarding Pennsylvania’s school funding formula. The current funding formula
is based predominantly on local property taxes, which is a real detriment for
school districts in less wealthy communities. A lawsuit was filed seven years
ago by a handful of public school districts and is now being heard by a
Commonwealth Court judge in Harrisburg. Testimony began in November and
is expected to continue through the next month or two.
During our last school board meeting, the Steel Valley Board of School
Directors voted in favor of a resolution backing the calls for funding reform
during this trial. Steel Valley board members and administrators agree with our
fellow public school advocates: The current formula benefits wealthy districts,
lacks equity and puts poorer districts at a distinct disadvantage.
The fair funding trial is just one part of the financial picture. Public school
districts are responsible for providing the funding for students who live in our
districts but who choose to attend charter schools. Public school administrators
have demanded for years for more transparency on how charter schools use
those funds. An investigation by the Scranton Times-Tribune found that most
charter schools have not been audited in years. Some charter schools have
even stymied Right To Know requests requesting information regarding their
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budgets, all while they spend public money on Thanksgiving Day parade floats
like Commonwealth Charter Academy just did in Philadelphia.
A favorable ruling in the school funding trial coupled with a renewed push for
charter school funding reform would have a significant impact on our own future
at Steel Valley. These changes would help us to address our aging
infrastructure, expand our transportation, retain and add staff, and improve our
students’ overall educational experience. 
Now is the time for change, and 2022 will be the year that change begins to
unfold. Welcome back, and let’s have a great second half of the school year!
Sincerely,
Edward Wehrer
Superintendent
#SteelValleyStronger

During the December 9, 2021 school board meeting, Steel Valley
superintendent Edward Wehrer made a presentation titled "Steel Valley
Stronger." The presentation covers Mr. Wehrer's vision for the district for
the next few years and includes several critical components, including a
proposal that would have all Steel Valley elementary students learning

together in a new building. To view the presentation, click here. 

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/news/1728672/steel-valley-stronger
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The Special Events Committee at Barrett Elementary is working on the 2022
edition of its annual interactive museum to celebrate Black History Month in
February. The living museum features Barrett and Steel Valley students,
alumni, teachers and community members. Each year has had a theme –
2019’s was “Honoring the Past, Inspiring the Future; 2020 was “Building
Bridges, Breaking Barriers; and while the museum was on hold for 2021, the
committee created a walking book tour centered on “The Black Family:
Representation, Identity, and Diversity.” You can see some of the concepts
around the 2021 program in the image above.
 
This year, the theme will be an emphasis on Black health and wellness titled,
“The Greatest Wealth Is Health!” The goal is to have each grade level at Barrett
create artifacts to display in the museum and for alumni/high school students to
once again portray historical figures in the wax museum and to provide
entertainment. 
 
The committee is seeking assistance in order to put together the best program
possible for the district and the community. As part of the focus on health, the
committee is planning to provide students with travel-size dental care bags and
a partnership with WQED will provide the students with SEL bags. It would also
like to incorporate programs similar to the American Heart Association’s Jump
Rope For Heart or Hoops For Heart events, as well as a potential CPR training
event for the community, and it would need help organizing those activities.
Finally, the committee is looking for ways to expand its collection of artifacts
related to Historically Black Colleges and Universities and is seeking donations
of apparel, pendants, pamphlets, magnets, etc. promoting HBCUs. It would
also like to showcase local artists, storytellers, musicians and more, as well
as expand its Soul Food Tasting exhibit.
 
One other way you can help is by purchasing a “If Not Us, Then Who? If Not
Now, Then When?” Steel Valley Ironmen t-shirt as part of the committee’s
fundraiser. The t-shirts come in both youth and adult sizes and cost $10.00.
You can get a copy of the order form here. 
 
If you would like to volunteer, donate or otherwise be involved in Barrett
Elementary’s 2022 celebration of Black History Month with its annual living
museum, please reach out to Jonette Bost at jbost@steelvalleysd.org.

https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/1074787/6763d576-3536-11e7-9e05-124f7febbf4a/2355816/c3970964-5e04-11ec-b33d-0abab4c10bad/file/BHM%20TShirt%20Promo.pdf
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The Steel Valley School District is hiring for several important positions!
The district is in need of paraeducators and substitute teachers, as well as

substitute secretaries, paraprofessionals, custodians, and cafeteria
workers. A full list of openings is available on the web site. 

Park Elementary got into the festive spirit during the week leading up to the
holiday break.

https://campussuite-storage.s3.amazonaws.com/prod/1074787/6763d576-3536-11e7-9e05-124f7febbf4a/2355816/c3970964-5e04-11ec-b33d-0abab4c10bad/file/BHM%20TShirt%20Promo.pdf
https://www.steelvalleysd.org/district/employment-postings
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Third graders spent an afternoon making Christmas trees out of some very
delicious ingredients. They used ice cream cones to form the base of their
trees, frosting to make them nice and green, licorice as tinsel, candies as lights,
and a few other special items to finish off the festive treat.

Santa and a couple of helpers visited kindergarten students to hand out
stockings. The kindergarteners received their Class of 2034 t-shirts as part of
the celebration.  Second graders were also busy, as they crafted shelves for
their elves and had a competition to see who could build the largest Christmas
tree.

Later, the high school choir stopped by to sing to each classroom in Park. The
high schoolers encouraged the Park students to sing along, and some of the
Park students even played instruments along with the songs.

What's for lunch? We've got the answer! Check out the menus for the high
school, middle school and both elementary schools on the district web

site. The menus are updated before each month.

The Park Elementary apparel sale is now live. The link will be available
until January 10th. Orders can be made online, then processed and

delivered to Park Elementary by the first week of February. To see what's
available and make an order, click here.

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/communication/cafe-menus
https://www.steelvalleysd.org/news/1729160/steel-valley-school-spirit-wear-fundraiser-2021
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The eighth graders have been busy making some seaworthy vessels as part of
STREAM Days. Four groups of four students each spent some time before the
winter break making boats out of cardboard, carpet tubes and liquid nails.

The cardboard was donated by South Hills Movers. The large pieces of
cardboard ensured that there are fewer seams, which means less chance of
leaks. Each team has a slightly different design - some boats are slimmer,
some are wider, and one has an outrigger attached to the side - but they all
must be no more than eight feet long or four feet wide.

The teams had to make sure that they measured their cuts properly and
secured their structures with liquid nails. They also had to design areas in
which two rowers can sit. To give the rowers some support, which adds weight
and can impact the buoyancy of the craft.

Before they could begin building their crafts, the students had to learn about
some of the science and math involved in flotation. Under the tutelage of Ms.
Heather Clark, Mr. Michael Hofbauer, Mr. Steven Large, Mr. Ed Tozzi, and
volunteer Mr. Steve Vinay, the students learned about Archimedes' principle,
central buoyancy, displacement and more. They even spent some time learning
about proper rowing technique.

Why did they need to learn how to row? Because later this month, the students
will take them to the pool and see whose boat not only floats, but which one is
the fastest! 
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Remember, there is a dress code in effect this year! It's similar to ones the
district has used in the past, but if parents and students need a reminder,
the dress code is available in the student handbooks for each school. All

of the handbooks are available on the district web site. 

The Steel Valley Vocal Ensemble put everyone in the mood for the holiday
season. The Middle School Chorus and High School Concert Choir performed

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/parents-students/students-handbooks
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just before the winter break with a program full of familiar seasonal favorites. 

The show featured solo performances from high school singers Shatyra Parker,
Nyjair Williams, Madisyn Faux, Breanne Francis, Felix Gorscak, Wendoll Slade,
Madison Blasko, Veronica Brocato and Sydney McLaughlin. The winter band
concert was pushed back to January 11. 
Congratulations to our students at the Steel Center for Career and Technical
Education who earned recognition in November and December. Aleceia
Schubert was named a student of the month for culinary arts in November,
while Monah Terry (advertising and design), David Packer (carpentry), Tierra
Memefee (cosmetology) and Jasmin Harris (veterinary assistant) were
recognized as students of the month for December. 

Remember - the Semi-Formal Snow Ball will be Saturday, January 8 from 6
p.m. to 10 p.m. at Saint John Cathedral Center. You must have purchased a
ticket during the sale period in December in order to attend. For more
information and the official policies that will be in place, please click here. 

Cruce Brookins, Nijhay Burt, Greg Smith, Brendon Snyder, JeSean Wright and
Dylan Karstetter were named to the WPIAL Class 2A Allegheny Conference all-
conference team. Nijhay Burt was named the conference offensive and
defensive player of the year, while Ray Braszo was named coach of the year.
Burt was also selected to the Class 2A all-state team.

Stay up to date with what's happening on our social media accounts! The
district has a Twitter account and Instagram account, as well as individual
Facebook pages for each of our four schools. Click the respective icons at

the bottom of the newsletter to make sure you're following us!
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