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Amidst a series of unprecedented challenges, the Steel Valley High School
Class of 2022 won championships, starred on stage, shined in the classroom
and made an impact in the community.
The willingness to succeed in the face of adversity was the recurring theme as
multiple speakers celebrated the Class of 2022 during Steel Valley’s
commencement ceremony at William V. Campbell Field in Munhall on
Wednesday, June 1.
Salutatorian Riley Furrick encouraged her classmates to explore and not worry
about having everything figured out right this moment.
“It's okay to mess up. You can change your mind about something, and then
change it again,” she said. “We're in charge of our own futures and we can do
with them what we please.”
Valedictorian Benjamin Novotny commended the Class of 2022 for maintaining
their kindness and camaraderie despite the challenges they faced.
“Through this barricade of worry and fear, it would have been easy to push us
apart, to withdraw,” Novotny said. “But you moved forward, and instead of
mourning the years lost, this barricade brought us closer together.”
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For more from Steel Valley's 2022 commencement ceremony, check out the
story on our web site.

The sound of a ringing phone brought Ben Bobick out of his slumber. On
the other end was Mr. John Strom, Steel Valley High School principal, with
a simple question: Was Bobick ready to come home and give the
commencement address at his alma mater?
“I was woken up from a nap, so I thought I was still dreaming,” Bobick said
in an interview. “I always thought in my line of work and where I was
going, I was hopefully looking forward to that day that they would honor
me and be able to do it. It was almost a surprise that it happened so
quickly. I was just so overcome, and I took a few minutes to realize that
this is this is actually happening."
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The opportunity to return to his alma mater and speak to the Class of 2022
also reminded Bobick of why he treasures being a "Steel Valley kid."
“I think that's the best part about this place - you could go off and do these
things like I was able to do and come back and it was like I never ever
left,” he said. “It was kind of pick up where I left off with a lot of teachers, a
lot of family, friends and everything. And it was just really, really awesome
to be here and see it.”
To read more about Ben Bobick's return to Steel Valley, check out the
story on the district web site.

In December 2021, superintendent Edward Wehrer made a presentation
to the Steel Valley School District Board of Directors and the community.
The presentation detailed Mr. Wehrer's plan to position the district for the
future by addressing the district’s primary needs and by emphasizing Steel
Valley’s commitment to academics, health, equity and inclusion, and
career readiness.

The four pillars of Steel Valley Stronger do not exist in isolation. How well
someone does academically depends on their health, their support system
and the opportunities they are provided. Academics, health, careers and
equity are intertwined in education. These four pillars have been
significant components of the Steel Valley experience in the past. The goal
through Steel Valley Stronger is to turn them into strategic focal points so
that they become areas of even greater strength.

For more information about Steel Valley Stronger, please visit the new
portion of our web site dedicated to the initiative and check out the videos
on the Academics, Careers, Equity and Inclusion, and Health pages for
insight from Steel Valley administrators and staff.
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May was full of field trips and special occasions at Barrett Elementary. On May
26, Barrett held its annual awards presentation. Student awards included the
Barrett Bear Award, Thomas E. Barrett Award, Kathy Marzec Daisy Award,
Doris J. Hyde Award, attendance awards, positive behavior awards, making the
honor roll, academic achievements, extracurricular achievements and more.
Charlie Batch of the Best of the Batch Foundation was on hand for the Best of
the Batch Award.

On May 25, fourth graders went to PNC Park to learn about engineering and
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watch a Pirates game. Other field trips for Barrett included a tour on the
Gateway Clipper and a venture to the Pittsburgh Zoo.

Fourth graders also participated in Step Up Day with their classmates from
Park Elementary as they prepared to move to the middle school in the fall. Mr.
Macuga and Ms. Large talked to them about what to expect as fifth graders,
then they took a tour of the building. Later, they had a chance to participate in
some activities outside with their future classmates.

The Ronald McDonald Care Mobile will be making three stops at Barrett
Elementary throughout the summer - Monday, June 13, Monday, July 18
and Monday, August 15. The Care Mobile offers medical care to children
throughout the Pittsburgh area and will be available for families in the
Steel Valley community with this visit to Barrett. The Care Mobile can
provide immunizations, routine physical exams, diagnose and treat
illnesses in children, adolescent and youth adult health care, referrals for
specialty care, and Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) form assistance.  

All of the services are provided at no out-of-pocket cost to families.
Anyone interested in stopping by the Care Mobile should make sure they
arrive by 1:30 p.m. on one of the listed days in order to register in time.
The Care Mobile is a collaboration between UPMC Children’s Hospital
and the Ronald McDonald House Charities of Pittsburgh and Morgantown.
Anyone in need of more information before the visit can call 412-352-1059
or visit www.chp.edu/our-services/mobile-medical-clinic. 
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Like their future classmates at Barrett, fourth graders at Park took part in Step
Up Day on May 24. It was the first opportunity to participate in activities and get
to know their future fifth grade classmates. The students had a lot of fun touring
the middle school and then doing various activities outside.

Students in Mrs. Callahan's third grade English Language Arts classes
participated in a fun-filled and informative Career Day. They practiced writing
resumes and dressed up for their future careers. Parent volunteers came in or
participated via ZOOM to discuss their jobs.

Field trips provided a mix of fun and great learning experiences for Park
students. Kindergartners went to Simmons Farm, where they picked a variety of
fresh vegetables, went on a hay ride, fed some farm animals and much more.
Second graders also made a trip to a farm as they visited Triple B Farm. They
visited animals in the barnyard, took a hay ride, and made Baby Beanie Seed
necklaces.

First graders chose a Pittsburgh Zoo animal to do a research project on and
create a diorama of its habitat. Students presented the information to their
classmates and they had a chance to observe their animals in person during
their field trip to the Zoo.
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The Steel Valley School District is hiring for several positions for the
2022-23 school year. Qualified substitute nurses, substitute teachers,
substitute secretaries, substitute paraprofessionals, substitute cafeteria
workers, and more are all needed. A full list of openings is available on the
web site.

Eighth graders wrapped up their time at the middle school in style with an Aloha
Grad party. The Best of the Batch Foundation and The Waterfront donated
games while The Jumpy Company provided a basketball inflatable. All of the
activities allowed the eighth graders to celebrate their promotion to high school
in the fall.

Middle school students also had a chance to celebrate the start of summer with
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a fun day that featured more yard games donated by The Best of the Batch
Foundation as well as a ring toss and obstacle course from The Jumpy
Company. The middle school PBIS program and PTO provided students with
popcorn, snowcones, chips and other snacks. The event would not have been
possible without the support from the organizations listed above and from
parent volunteers, teachers and administrators.

Several field trips served as the highlights for May, as well. Fifth graders went
to Meadowcroft Village to learn about archaeology and nature. Sixth graders
went zip-lining, tackled a ropes course and participated in team-building
exercises at Camp Guyasuta. And, after a two-year absence, sixth graders
joined The Best of the Batch Foundation for a bus trip to the Pro Football Hall of
Fame in Canton, Ohio. The students learned about the history of the NFL, the
league's important players and coaches, and participated in some interactive
exhibits.

Stay up to date with what's happening on our social media accounts! The
district has a Twitter account and Instagram account, as well as individual
Facebook pages for each of our four schools. Click the respective icons at

the bottom of the newsletter to make sure you're following us!
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Besides the commencement festivities, the Class of 2022 celebrated their
graduation with several other events that have become traditions at Steel
Valley. The senior car parade took place on Tuesday, May 17. A caravan of
brightly decorated cars and local first responders wove its way through
Homestead, Munhall and West Homestead. Several students earned rewards
for the decorations on their cars. The event began in 2020 in response to the
COVID-19 pandemic and was made possible through the work and
organization of Steel Valley staff, teachers, families and the first responders. 

The annual Steel Valley Senior Class Breakfast took place on Friday, May 27.
The seniors had the opportunity to share a final social event together before
their commencement ceremony on Wednesday, June 1. This year, the Senior
Class officers chose to have a pajama party themed event and called it “Dream
Big”.

Thanks to the school district, the parent committee, and donations from local
businesses, the seniors were served a catered breakfast from Westwood and
received class gifts of embroidered blankets and socks. Some lucky seniors
even won some raffle items like a mini fridge, Kuerig, Bluetooth speakers, TV,
gift cards, and many more.

May was full of plenty of other events at the high school, as well. The classic
musical "Oliver!" came to life on stage from May 19 to May 22, with Sydney
McLaughlin starring as Oliver Twist, NyJair Wilkerson as Mr. Bumble, Kaiden
Jefferson-Machiote as Widow Corney, Ryan Packer as Noah Claypole and Dr.
Grimwig, Ben Novotny as Mr. Sowerberry and Fagin, Dakota Nicholson as Mrs.
Sowerberry, Riley Furrick as Charlotte, Brenna Kern as The Artful Dodger,
Veronica Brocato as Nancy, Madison Blasko as Bet, Alex Brown as Bill Sykes,
Madisyn Faux as Mrs. Bedwin, and Joseph Labyrer as Mr. Brownlow.

In athletics, Nijhay Burt earned a silver medal in both the 100 meter dash and
the 200 meter dash at the WPIAL Class 2A Track and Field Championships.
Burt went on to compete at the state championships at Shippensburg
University. The Steel Valley baseball, softball and girls volleyball teams also
completed their seasons in May.
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Copyright © 2022 Steel Valley School District.
All rights reserved.

Our mailing address is:
Steel Valley School District

220 E. Oliver Rd. Homestead, PA 15120

To submit information for the newsletter, please email: Andrew.Chiappazzi@aiu3.net

Want to change how you receive these emails?
You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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