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December 2021

Kennedy Smith's life once revolved around sports. Basketball was his ticket to
college and the 2016 Steel Valley graduate thought he'd make a living on the
court. Instead, his path took him back to the Steel Valley community, where he's
now the Community and Social Outreach Manager at the Best of the Batch
Foundation. 

“It means the world to me,” he said, “because when I was growing up, all the
stuff that I saw in this community, I always told myself I don't want anyone else
to see that or go through what I had to go through. If I’m able to do it, there’s no
way you can tell me that you can’t.”

As the holidays approach, the foundation is busy with the Batch A Toys
program. The foundation adopted over 150 families in Allegheny County to help
them have a great Christmas. Donations will be accepted through December
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21. The foundation is collecting toys for children and essential household items
for adults. Drop-off locations are available at batchfoundation.org, which also
includes registry links with Amazon and Walmart that will deliver the items right
to the foundation. 

“We go out Christmas Eve every year and deliver the presents. It’s just so
heartwarming seeing all the reactions from the families and seeing how grateful
they are,” he said. “It just makes me feel good because all I did was play a
small part in helping them have a great Christmas, and you can't take that
away.”

For more about Kennedy's work with the Best of the Batch Foundation and how
the former Ironmen star transitioned to life off of the basketball court, read his
story here. 

MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
Dear Steel Valley Families,

Congratulations to our WPIAL champion Lady Ironmen soccer team! Coach
Abe and Coach Patrick led the team on a deep playoff run that reached the
state semifinals. The girls displayed a high-performance combination of talent,
tenacity and teamwork, while simultaneously exhibiting academic prowess in
the classroom. I am extremely proud of the team’s accomplishments, and I
want to thank the many people in our community who came to the games and
cheered the team to victory!
I want to extend an Ironmen welcome to our three new school board members:
Bill McLaughlin, Cara Karstetter and Robyn Guy. They will join Mary Yuhas,
who was re-relected, as well as returning members Jim Bulger, Dan Rojtas,
Maya Adams, Dave Colasante and Meghan Fitzgerald. Our school board
members devote a significant amount of their time to the improvement of Steel
Valley, and we all should respect and value their contributions.
On Tuesday, December 14, from 3:00 PM – 5:00 PM, UPMC Children’s
Hospital will conduct a COVID-19 vaccine clinic at Barrett Elementary. Students
(ages 5 and up), staff and community members will have the opportunity to
receive the Pfizer, Moderna or Johnson & Johnson vaccines. First shots,
second shots and booster shots will be available to those people who are
eligible.
I wish everyone a wonderful holiday break in a couple weeks!
Sincerely,
Edward Wehrer
Superintendent
#SteelValleyStronger

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/news/1727831/alumni-spotlight-kennedy-smith-16-embraces-work-with-best-of-the-batch-foundation
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Junior Nathan Collins is working on his Eagle Scout project, the capstone
toward achieving the highest rank in Boy Scouts. Collins, an honor student at

Steel Center Tech, plans to open a dog park behind Munhall Volunteer Fire Co.
#1 between Martha Street and East 11th Avenue. The space used to be a

community playground that fell into disrepair. Now, Collins is helping to turn the
space into an enclosed dog park.

The dog park will need a double-gate system to offer a secure environment for
the dogs, signage, a pavilion with a concrete floor and some additional clean-

up. Collins has launched a fundraiser to help cover the $8,000 budget
estimated to complete the project. If you would like to donate, there is a

GoFundMe page set up with additional details about the project. You can
donate here - https://www.gofundme.com/f/eagle-scout-project-open-a-dog-

park-in-munhall

Donations can also be made by check payable to Nathan Collins or Boy Scouts
Troop 4, with a notation of BSA Troop 4 Eagle Project on the memo line.

Checks or gift cards to home improvement stores can be mailed to:

Nathan Collins - Munhall Dog Park Eagle Scout Project
243 West Marigold Street

Munhall, PA 15120

Facemasks are required in all Steel Valley School District buildings as
mandated by the Pennsylvania Department of Health on August 31, 2021.

The Steel Valley School District also has a board-approved health and
safety plan that is available on the district web site.

https://www.gofundme.com/f/eagle-scout-project-open-a-dog-park-in-munhall
https://www.steelvalleysd.org/parents-students/resources-for-families#Health%20Saftey%20Plans
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Senior Soraya Gibbs is a talented soccer player, a gifted student and a
leader as co-president of student council and co-president of SADD. Being
involved in those programs left a major impact on Gibbs' life. “I've always
been kind of a shy person, and it really helped me kind of get out there,

talk to more people - even in my senior class, some people I didn't used to
be friends with I'm friends with now because of the clubs I'm involved in,”

she said. Read more about Soraya here. 
 

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/high-school/news/1727280/more-than-a-game-sports-extracurriculars-helped-soraya-gibbs-grow
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'Tis the season for giving and the Barrett family made some amazing
contributions to the Steel Valley community throughout the month of November
via the 12 Days of Giving Project.

The program kicked off with students creating a Giving Patch for the front
hallway and donating all proceeds to the KDKA Turkey Fund. Barrett collected
$131 for the fund and PNC matched that donation, making a grand total of
$262 going out to families in need this year. Over the next 12 days, Barrett
collected items ranging from ChapStick and deodorant for the Steel Valley
Caring Closet to soup for the Rainbow Kitchen. Those donations have been
distributed over the past week, including 233 pairs of socks that will go to those
experiencing homelessness in the Pittsburgh area, 110 coloring books to
support Batch A Toys and 113 rolls of paper towels for the animal shelter. In
addition to those donations, $303.20 was collected to support Munhall Girls
Softball's annual FastPitch for the Cure.

In December, Barrett students will be using the candy collected to put together
care packages for local nurses. They are also looking to spread some extra joy
to local elder care homes with placemats they created that are sure to bring
extra smiles to their tables.

The Steel Valley School District is hiring for several important positions!
The district is in need of paraeducators and substitute teachers, as well as

substitute secretaries, paraprofessionals, custodians, and cafeteria
workers. A full list of openings is available on the web site. 

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/district/employment-postings
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Park Elementary received amazing news in November, as the school was
ranked No. 9 on Niche's 2022 Standout Elementary Schools list. The list
recognizes public schools that make a difference in their community based on
key statistics from the U.S. Department of Education. Park's ranking is thanks
to the amazing work that has gone on over the past few years. Since 2016,
Park has passed over 135 schools in Allegheny County in academic score and
it is now outperforming every school in Allegheny with comparable
demographics, as well as wealthy suburban districts.

Park is the only elementary school in the region to be recognized as an Apple
Distinguished School and the only school in Allegheny County to be asked to
support the Pennsylvania Department of Education's Advanced Credentialing
efforts, which will allow Park to serve as a model school for educators pursuing
the credential once the program is up-and-running.

Park's Positive Behavior Interventions and Supports program was formally
recognized by the state in 2018, 2019, 2020 and 2021. It received a perfect
score on the last in-depth evaluation by the state.
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What's for lunch? We've got the answer! Check out the menus for the high
school, middle school and both elementary schools on the district web

site. The menus are updated before each month.

Sophomore J.J. Heddleston isn’t a typical teenager. Two years into high school,
Heddleston is determined to embrace every opportunity to experience

something new. This year, he’s pushed himself academically, branched out and
joined new clubs, and he finally joined the football team after years of being
around the program. To read more about how J.J. balances academics with

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/communication/cafe-menus


12/6/21, 5:59 PMSteel Valley December 2021 Monthly Newsletter

Page 8 of 11https://mailchi.mp/e25e39300b03/steel-valley-december-2021-monthly-newsletter

athletics, read his story here. 

STREAM Days returned to the middle school!

The annual educational experience returned with a wild idea for the sixth
graders: Could they design their own roller coasters? Under the guidance of Mr.
Hofbauer, Mr. Large, Mr. Tozi and Ms. Clark, the sixth graders learned about
various scientific, mathematical, technological and engineering concepts so that
they could build their initial coaster designs.

During one activity, the groups used various pieces of material to understand
their impact on friction. They had to move the pieces around to generate the
right amount of momentum to move a marble into a scoring area without it
going too far.

Then they went to work building their scale models with every coaster track
needing to meet several requirements. The students had to make sure they
utilized their understanding of potential and kinetic energy, how to manage
momentum and gravity, and use problem solving and teamwork to build their
models.

The final project required them to take the information learned from their scale
model tests and apply them to a larger version made out of pipes. Then, they
put it all to the test to see which team provided the wildest but most efficient
ride. More hands-on educational opportunities will be coming up again later this
school year.

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/news/1727472/more-than-a-game-j-j-heddleston-balances-academics-athletics-amidst-busy-schedule
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Remember, there is a dress code in effect this year! It's similar to ones the
district has used in the past, but if parents and students need a reminder,
the dress code is available in the student handbooks for each school. All

of the handbooks are available on the district web site. 

The Steel Valley High School Student Council will be hosting a blood drive from
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Monday, December 13. High school students who are 16 or

https://www.steelvalleysd.org/parents-students/students-handbooks
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older may sign up with Mrs. McCallister and turn in a permission form in order
to participate. Community members can sign-up to donate online at
https://donateblood.centralbloodbank.org. Use group code HS010083 to
schedule your donation.
Tickets for the Snow Ball Semi-Formal will be on sale from December 13
through December 17 before or after school in the library with Mrs. McCallister.
Tickets are $40 and no tickets will be sold after December 17. Signed
paperwork must be submitted at the time of purchase, including paperwork that
is necessary if you are bringing a guest who is not a Steel Valley student. The
Semi-Formal is Saturday, January 8 at 6 p.m. at the Saint John Cathedral
Center.
The fall sports season concluded with the girls soccer team reaching the state
semifinals for the first time in school history. Following their epic overtime win in
the WPIAL Class 1A championship, the girls defeated Northern Bedford and
West Branch in the state playoffs before ultimately losing to Greensburg
Central Catholic 2-1 in the semifinals. Kelsey Salopek and Soraya Gibbs were
both named to the All-WPIAL team, while Salopek also earned honors on the
USC All-Region II Team, the All-State team and as the Moe Rosensteel Player
of the Year in the WPIAL.

Meanwhile, the football team reached the WPIAL Class 2A semifinals before
falling to Beaver Falls 21-8. Senior Nijhay Burt was named to the Post-Gazette
Fab 22. More awards are expected for the Ironmen once the all-conference
teams are publicly released.

The winter sports season begins Dec. 8 when the Steel Valley bowling team
opens its season. The Ironmen basketball teams begin their seasons with a
pair of tournaments on Dec. 10 and 11, while the swimming team begins later in
the winter.

Stay up to date with what's happening on our social media accounts! The
district has a Twitter account and Instagram account, as well as individual
Facebook pages for each of our four schools. Click the respective icons at

the bottom of the newsletter to make sure you're following us!
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220 E. Oliver Rd. Homestead, PA 15120

To submit information for the newsletter, please email: Andrew.Chiappazzi@aiu3.net
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